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Medellin is the second largest city in Colombia and in the top 100
most populated metropolitan areas in the world. The city is
nestled in the Aburrd Valley of the Andes Mountains. Because
Medellin is located 5,000 ft. above sea level, the climate is milder
than other cities of the same latitude. In “The City of Eternal
Spring” the temperature ranges between 52°F and 86°F year
round. With reason, the citizens of Medellin are quite proud of
their city. A fascinating city to visit!

The main purpose of the trip was to explore how Y.E.S. can become
involved in and support the ministry of the Iglesias Emanuel
churches, particularly with needy children.

Metrocable

The city of Medellin has a public
transportation system that
includes two metro lines
complemented by two air cable
car lines. City leaders are
working on plans to add eight
more cable car lines to facilitate
ascending and descending the
mountainous terrain. The views
from the cable car, particularly at

night, are spectacular.
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Iglesias Emanuel

Iglesias Evangélicas Emanuel is a well-organized
family of churches that began with a single church.
The ministry now has 28 churches, a Bible Institute,
and more than 10,000 members. The government

has recognized and awarded them for the impact
the churches have made on their communities.

In Unity (Ps. 133:1)

A refreshing spirit of unity abounds in the ministry,
noticeable in the interactions between the church
leaders, as well as in their organizational structure. There
are combined pastor, women, and youth activities and
outreaches. We were fortunate to participate in one of
the monthly pastors meetings.

Church Visits

We had the opportunity to visit and spend time with the

pastors of nine churches, a good representation of the

ministry’s most pressing needs. We fellowshipped with

brothers and sisters in Christ and saw eight people come
to the Lord.

Church Property

Of the 28 churches in and around Medellin, only 13 own

their own property. For some, renting land financially
burdens the pastors; they use salary funds to pay the
church’s expenses. The goal is for each church to own
property within the next five years, with the churches
financially supporting one another.

Home Away from Home

We stayed with Pastor Seir, his wife Lucely, always with a
song in her heart, and their children Daniel, Ana, and Laura.
Their hospitality and fellowship were a blessing and
encouragement to us. Pastor Seir currently pastors the
Central church and is the Vice-President of Iglesias Emanuel.
He has served in the ministry for 26 years.

Photos: (1) Bernie and Jean explaining VBS material at the pastors’ mtg; (2) at Pastor
Nazario’s church; (3) group photo; (4) out for pizza (Jean, Ana, Laura, Lucely, Seir, Bernie,
and Daniel)
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Ministry with the Children
of El Pacifico

In response to the needs she saw in the area

surrounding the church of El Pacifico, Socorro
began “The Ark” club for children.

The church is located in an area of desperate
need. In December, with tears streaming down
her cheeks, Socorro reported to Bernie the living
conditions of the children in the neighborhood.
95% of the people are displaced because of the
violence and suffering. A high percentage of the
population lives by begging. 7 out of every 10
girls under the age of 12 are prostituted. 8 out of
every 10 boys under the age of 12 are addicted to
drugs.

Along with meeting the physical needs of the
children (food, clothing, caretaking, etc.), they
teach the children about Jesus. She and Pastor
Herndn, her husband, currently minister to 115
children a week, Wednesday through Saturday,
and make home visits on Mondays and Tuesdays.
It takes about $200 a month to feed the children.

The church recently acquired a plot of land that
Socorro and Herndn hope to develop to better
suit the needs of the children. They have
architectural plans, but lack the resources to
make those dreams a reality. They await the
Lord’s provision.

We at Y.E.S. are prayerfully
considering how we might
partner with Socorro to meet
the needs of the children of El
Pacifico.

Sponsor a Child

An opportunity to minister to and support needy

children in Medell’'n, Colombia

We are exploring the possibility
of starting a program to
financially support individual
children to provide food,
clothing, education, and Biblical
instruction.
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